GRAND CHALLENGES

Grand Challenges is a network of initiatives fostering innovation to promote global health and development

HISTORY TIMELINE
Grand Challenges stems from a century-old idea that crowdsourcing solutions to a defined
set of unsolved problems can spark innovation and accelerate progress. The Gates

Foundation first used the Grand Challenges model — open requests for grant proposals on
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specified topic — in 2003. The goal was two-fold: to focus attention on pressing global 2005  First Grand Challenges Annual
health and development issues and support breakthrough R&D projects. Since then, Meeting

Grand Challenges initiatives funded by governments, foundations, and nonprofits on four

continents have joined the network. 2010  Grand Challenges Canada

4163 Awarded Grants | 124 Countries

2012 Grand Challenges Brazil

2013 Grand Challenges India

2014 Grand Challenges South Africa

2015 Grand Challenges Africa, Grand
Challenges Ethiopia, and Grand
Challenges China

2016 Grand Challenges Korea

AWARDED 2021 Grand Challenges Botswana
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Together, Grand Challenges partners have invested US$1.88 billion, awarding more than 2022 Grand Challenges Senegal
4,100 grants to a diverse pool of innovators, researchers, and scientists in 124 countries

while fostering innovation ecosystems in the places where they will have the most impact.

WHAT MAKES GRAND CHALLENGES UNIQUE?

« Focuses the global innovation community on the urgent yet neglected problems 2024 Grand Challenges Nigeria
identified by Grand Challenges partners

« Engages global and local experts and innovators to apply their unique perspectives
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and deliver outside-the-box solutions Challenges M aglawi

o Links innovation initiatives from four continents to jointly establish research agendas,
set up international collaborations, and share lessons learned

o Aspires to build communities of grantees that work together on related sets of issues

« Nurtures a network of policymakers, advocates, and funders to build an enabling
environment for innovation

GRAND CHALLENGES ANNUAL MEETING

Since 2005, the Grand Challenges Annual Meeting has convened innovators, researchers,
policymakers, advocates, and funders dedicated to progress in global health and
development. It is among the premier health and development R&D meetings in the
world.

Meetings have been held in 13 countries since 2005: the United States, South Africa, Th
ailand, Tanzania, India, Canada, Brazil, China, the United Kingdom, Germany, Ethiopia,
Belgium, and Senegal.

Please visit grandchallenges.org for more information.



https://grandchallenges.org/



